Cercaria sevillana n sp, a new cercaria (Digenea: Microphallidae) from Nassarius reticulatus (L) (Mollusca: Prosobranchia) in Portugal.
Cercaria sevillana n. sp. (Digenea: Microphallidae) was discovered infecting the gonads and digestive gland of the prosobranch Nassarius reticulatus (L.) (Nassariidae) collected from the Ria de Aveiro, Portugal. Cercariae were obtained by natural emission and were studied under a differential interference contrast microscope and scanning electron microscope (SEM). C. sevillana n. sp. is identical to the cercaria found by Dolgikh (1965) in the same mollusc host from the Black Sea, but erroneously named C. misenensis Palombi, 1940, which is a parasite of Cerithium rupestre Risso, 1826 (Cerithiidae). Cercaria sevillana n. sp. can be distinguished from C. misenensis by its tail being shorter than the cercarial body, as well as by differences in the pattern of penetration glands the size and shape of the stylet and excretory vesicle, and its behavioural pattern. An unusual structure of the tail of this new cercaria was observed by SEM; it is characterised by the presence of annular folded membranes arranged as overlapping flounces around its central axis. This resembles the traditional skirts of the women of Seville. Such a morphological feature of the tail has not been previously observed, but may be a feature of many microphallid cercariae.